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On Saturday and Sunday I stayed in Calcutta, where
marriage rites for a cousin were being celebrated at my
family home. I arrived in Serampore with my luggage
early Monday morning. Rajendra met me at the hermitage
door.
"Master is out, walking. He has refused to go."
I was equally grieved and obdurate. "I will not give
Father a third chance to ridicule my chimerical plans for
Kashmir. The rest of us should go."
Rajendra agreed; I left the ashram to find a servant.
Kanai, I knew, would not take the trip without Master,
and someone was needed to look after the luggage. I
bethought myself of Behari, previously a servant in my
family home, who was now employed by a Serampore
schoolmaster. As I walked along briskly, I met my gum
in front of the Christian church near Serampore Court-
house.
"Where are you going?" Sri Yukteswar's face was un-
smiling.
"Sir, I hear that you and Kanai will not take the trip
we have been planning. I am seeking Behari. You wfll
recall that last year he was so desirous of seeing Kashmir
that he even offered to serve without pay.'*
"I remember. Nevertheless, I don't think Behari will
be willing to go.**
I was exasperated. "He is just eagerly waiting for this
opportunity!"
My guru silently resumed his walk; I soon reached the
schoolmaster's house. Behari, in the courtyard, greeted
me with a friefcdly warmth that abruptly vanished as
soon as I mentioned Kashmir. With a murmured word
of apology, the servant left me and entered his employees
house. I waited half an hour, nervously assuring myself
that BeharPs delay was being caused by preparations for
his trip. Finally I knocked at the front door.
"Behari left by the back stairs about thirty minutes
ago,'* a man informed me. A slight smile hovered about
his lips.
I departed sadly wondering whether my invitation had
been too coercive or whether Master's unseen influence
were at work. Passing the Christian church, again I saw
my guru walking slowly toward me. Without waiting to
hear my report, he exclaimed: